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gossip, the chief of which is that Shakespeare's brother
Gilbert was discovered still living about 1660 and was
questioned by some actors as to his memory of William.
All he could give them was a vague recollection of his
having played the part of Adam in As You Like It.

Such are the most significant details which tradition,
unauthenticated but often plausible, has added to
our knowledge of the documents. There exists also
a very considerable amount of literary allusion to
Shakespeare's productions from 1594 onwards, which
is easily accessible in collected form. The most
notable of these are the comments of his friend and con-
temporary, Ben Jonson. Besides the splendid eulogy
prefixed to the First Folio, Jonson talked of Shakes-
peare's lack of art to Drummond of Hawthornden,
and expressed himself with affection and discrimination
k the famous passage in Timber.

After all allowances have been made for the in-
accuracies of oral tradition, we may safely gather from
those concerning Shakespeare some inferences which
help to clothe the naked skeleton of the documented
facts. It is clear that, within a generation after
Shakespeare's death, common opinion both in Stratford
and London recognized that in the actor and dramatist
a great man had passed away, that he had been in a
worldly sense highly successful, though starting from
unpropitious beginnings, that he wrote with great
swiftness and ease, and that in his personal relations
he was gentle, kindly, genial, and witty. That the